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M M  T E A M
Andrea Rasca

Dubbed “Chief Executive Dreamer”, Rasca is the founder and CEO of Mercato 
Metropolitano, whose work has been featured in TimeOut, Forbes, the Guardian 
and the Times. With a long-held passion for scalable, wholesome food, Rasca cre-
ated the Mercato concept of food retail that focuses on people and sustainability. 
A serial entrepreneur, Rasca has had a string of successes establishing a variety of 
businesses, restaurants, magazines, and consulting companies. Before Mercato, he 
worked with Oscar Farinetti to launch the Italian food chain, Eataly. As Vice Presi-
dent, he facilitated the expansion of the chain into Japan, with sales reaching up 
to $80 mil in a day. He was one of the leading forces behind the popularisation of 
tiramisu in the Japanese market while working at an Italian confectionery firm in Ja-
pan, leading to sales of up to $1.2 million of the desert within a single year. Current-
ly, Rasca is working on a wide-scale expansion of Mercato as well as the develop-
ment of the FarMM, a start-up incubator, agricultural space and think-tank, which 
seeks to re-engineer current food systems by relying on technological advance-
ments, innovations and research to address issues such as food security, sufficiency, 
sustainability and traceability.

Amedeo Claris 

Amedeo is the Chief Operating Officer at Mercato Metropolitano, managing 
group operations and directing international development. He is also the co-
founder of the FarMM, a business incubator for young entrepreneurs and start-ups 
seeking to address some of the most pertinent issues in the food industry. He has an 
extensive background in corporate law and has worked in a number of legal 
settings, includ-ing at the world-renowned magic circle firm, Clifford Chance. 
However, his grow-ing passion for food inspired him to pursue a career shift and 
drove him towards learning more about the modern food industry and the illnesses 
associated with it, such as obesity and malnutrition, where he eventually obtained 
a certificate on Food and Health from Stanford University. 

Alessio Giorgetti

Giorgetti is the Head of Development at Mercato Metropolitano, who is responsible 
for managing, coordinating and monitoring the technical and sustainable devel-
opment of existing and newly launching MM sites. A graduate in economics, he 
now oversees the sourcing and selection of contractors and other service providers 
as well as being the MM site inspector to ensure compliance with building regu-
lations, health and safety policies, staffing requirements and licencing. Giorgetti’s 
prior experience includes working as Operations Manager at the Food Lab and 
as Managing Director at Bell Food Ltd, helping with the lease acquisition, premises 
development and logistics oversight for the setup of a new company.

Vicki Exall

Exall is the Head of Community Partnerships at Mercato Metropolitano, where she 
has played an instrumental role in fostering some of MM’s most important partner-
ships, including with Imperial College London and the Greater London Authority. 
With over 15 years experience in partnership and account management, she has 
garnered significant managerial skills to see through the design, development and 
implementation of business projects. Exall, a Psychology graduate of Liverpool Poly-
technic, worked as a marketing assistant at the MACE retail group and spent time 
in Tokyo as a sales executive for the PR division of the Shandwock Group. Before 
joining the MM team, she was a client manager at the environmental charity, Do 
the Green Thing.



www.facebook.com/MERCATOMETROPOLITANO www.mercatometropolitano.com www.instagram.com/mercatometropolitano

M M  A M M B A S S A D O R S
Marian Rivman

Rivman is a New York-based public relations consultant experienced in public affairs, 
promotion, press relations, crisis management, marketing partnerships and the design 
and production of special events. Her clients have included the American scuba trade 
association, Time Magazine Heroes for the Planet, a Grammy-winning record producer, 
a beloved children’s performer, the world’s foremost glass artist and UN agencies, pro-
grams and expert meetings. She was a consultant to the secretariats of two historic UN 
world conferences: The Rio Earth Summit and The Beijing Women’s Conference. She is 
on the Board of Directors of the New York City Peace Corps Association, is a Patron of 
the Asha Centre in Gloucestershire and an MM Ambassador in New York.

Alex MacDonald

MacDonald is a financial journalist, freelance media consultant, and former investment 
banker, whose work centres around facilitating the growth of local communities and 
businesses in Lisbon through investments in social and environmental projects. MacDon-
ald boasts a diverse career portfolio, including being co-founder of a catering service 
company called Jeeves, a New York-based M&A banker with a focus on Latin America, 
an analyst at the Social Development Division of the World Bank Group, a reporter at 
the Wall Street Journal in London and a news correspondent in a Bangladeshi refugee 
camp, following up on the humanitarian efforts of the International Organisation on Mi-
gration in overcoming the Rohingya crisis. He is an MM Lisbon Ambassador.

M M  G U E S T  S P E A K E R S
Alessia Sannazzaro 

Sannazzaro is the co-founder and Project Director at Code & Wander, an award-win-
ning, London-based digital product studio. It seeks to facilitate the acceleration of start-
ups and brands by providing product design and software development services. A 
Design and Innovation graduate, Sannazzaro’s entrepreneurial passion has led to her 
participation and recognition in several start-up competitions, including NACUE Varsity 
Pitch, Get in the Ring, the Pitch and the London Entrepreneurs’ Challenge.

Annie and Jemma Charma

The Charma twins are the founders of Green Rooms Market, which brings together 
many of the best independent sellers of plants, pots and artwork to create a unique 
shopping experience for plant lovers. The open market space also offers botanical care 
advice, interactive workshops and craft activities for children and has been featured in 
several TimeOut articles. 

Elise John-Lewis

Lewis is the Social and Economic Development Manager at Lendlease, an award-win-
ning international property group with expertise in shaping cities through the delivery of 
innovative and sustainable infrastructure solutions and the creation of strong and con-
nected communities. She was a project skills coordinator at Balfour Beatty Construction 
Services UK, helping manage the social and economic regeneration on the Building 
Schools for the Future project, a £200m programme aimed at regenerating secondary 
education within the Southwark local community, and was Corporate Responsibility 
Manager at BOUYGUES UK, managing delivery teams on London projects to ensure both 
stakeholder and community engagement. 
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Ellie Cosgrave 

Cosgrave is the Urban Innovation and Policy lecturer at UCL’s Science Technology Engi-
neering department, where she serves as the co-director of the Urban Innovation and Policy 
Lab. Cosgrave is also the Director of ScienceGrrl, an organisation aimed at supporting and 
empowering women in STEM. As a BBC broadcaster, Cosgrave hosts the Tomorrow’s World 
Podcast and “My Perfect City”, a BBC World Service series exploring innovations in cities that 
are capable of solving global problems. She is also on the Board of Directors of the Royal 
Academy of Engineers and is a trustee for the NGO, Engineers without Borders.

Ernesto Sirolli

Sirolli, TED speaker, best-selling author, entrepreneur and leading consultant, is a global ex-
pert on economic development. A Political Sciences graduate, Sirolli’s curiosity and passion 
towards economic and social development issues drove his pursuit of a career in Interna-
tional Aid in Africa. Sirolli’s aid work made him realise the importance of listening before 
deciding to help others, which was the inspiration behind his 2012 Ted Talk, “Want to Help 
Someone? Shut up and Listen!” downloaded over three million times and translated into 
35 different languages. He founded the Sirolli Institute in 1985, an organisation seeking to 
capture the passion, energy and imagination of those residing within communities, fostering 
entrepreneurship at the local level while upholding such communities’ integrity and self-suf-
ficiency. Sirolli is the author of two books and was a recipient of the 2016 International Life-
time Achievement Award for Entrepreneurship Education at the House of Lords in London.

Iqbal Wahab

Wahab is a well-established businessman and restaurateur who founded both the Cinna-
mon Club and Roast restaurants. Having begun his career as a journalist, he eventually ven-
tured into the food and hospitality industry, where he set up his PR firm, launched his food 
magazine, established his restaurants and authored a cookbook with the Chef Vivek Singh. 
He chaired the Ethnic Minority Advisory Group in the Department for Work and Pensions and 
is a patron of Liberty Kitchen, a social enterprise set up in Pentonville Prison. He was appoint-
ed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) as well as a Fellow of the Royal Soci-
ety of the Arts in recognition of his contributions to the hospitality industry. He is also an MM 
Ambassador.

James Hurley

Hurley is the current Enterprise Editor at The Times, where his work centres around interview-
ing businesses, start-ups and fast-growing companies to gain their insights on the challenges 
and triumphs associated with the unpredictable nature of passionate, entrepreneurial en-
deavours. Throughout his career, Hurley has assumed a variety of roles and has interviewed 
a wide range of personas, including Sir Philip Green, Sir Charles Dunstone and Duncan Ban-
natyne. In recognition of his business journalism, Hurley was the 2012 Enterprise Journalist of 
the Year at the Santander Media Awards. 

Lucia Beltrame

Beltrame is currently the Events Officer at UCL. Previously, she was an events specialist at the 
Royal National Institute of Blind People, a volunteers’ coordinator at the NGO, End Geno-
cide in Europe, and the co-founder and director of Generation Kisasa, a community-based 
charity in Kenya aimed at providing free school materials to children. Recently, Beltrame 
completed a Permaculture Design Course, a Permablitz Design Guild and several other 
courses, helping to establish an East London group for the design of upcoming Permablitzes, 
which involves creating a community or household edible and wild-life friendly garden. As 
an avid believer in permaculture and its ability to develop resilient communities, Beltrame 
seeks to promote this sustainable urban gardening practice. 
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Matthew Golding

Golding is a Food Waste Consultant at ORCA Enviro Systems, a business utilising advanced 
technology to implement a sustainable, innovative and cost-effective system that enables 
on-site food waste disposal and eliminates the need to transport waste to landfills. Prior to 
this, Golding worked as part of the New Business Development team at ReConSi Recruit-
ment, as a Regional Sales Executive for Hobart UK and as a Sales Consultant at Shred-it, a 
data protection, secure shredding and recycling service provider. 

Paolo Lucchetta 

Lucchetta, an architect and professor, is the founder of RetailDesign, a multidisciplinary stu-
dio that relies on the collaboration of fellow architects, designers and artists to provide stra-
tegic consulting services and to deliver novel design concepts for fashion, home, food and 
style retailers. As a planning and research laboratory, the studio partners with several Euro-
pean and International universities to find sustainable solutions for design issues. Lucchetta 
has received numerous awards in recognition of his work with RetailDesign, including the 
World Retail Innovation award and the 2018 German Design Award. He is currently Professor 
at the Institute University Architecture of Venice, director of Master Reads, focusing on retail 
architecture and design for social and commercial purposes.

Paolo Taticchi

Featured in Forbes “40 World’s Best Business Professors under 40”, Taticchi is the Director of 
Global Initiatives and Principal Teaching Fellow in Management and Sustainability at the Im-
perial College London School of Business. As a current adjunct and visiting Professor at NYU 
Polytechnic School of Engineering, Taticchi has teaching experience in over 12 countries 
at both the graduate and executive level. He is co-founder and director of various summer 
school programmes, is a well-regarded keynote speaker and has published award-winning 
academic articles. He is an entrepreneur who has founded both an innovation-driven engi-
neering company, as well as a management consulting practice, helping firms of all sizes in 
strategy, operations and sustainability in a variety of industries.

Rachel Kyte

As Special Representative for the UN Secretary General, Kyte serves as the CEO for Sustain-
able Energy for All, spearheading the UN’s initiatives on the provision of clean and afforda-
ble energy. As an outspoken advocate for sustainable development, Kyte’s early years 
included serving as a senior policy advisor for the nature conservation organisation IUCN in 
liaison with the UN and the World Bank Group. Kyte was also the Vice President and Head of 
Network for Sustainable Development at the World Bank, where she assisted clients in their 
transition to more eco-friendly and sustainable global practices. As the Group Vice Presi-
dent and Special Envoy for Climate Change at the World Bank Group, she also led efforts 
in climate change management. Kyte is currently a professor on the Practice of Sustainable 
Development at Tufts University’s Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and will be assum-
ing the position of Dean in October 2019.

Richard Murray 

Murray is the current CEO of Foodchain, an online marketplace seeking to build an efficient 
and sustainable supply chain by connecting thousands of UK chefs and suppliers. A History 
major from the University of Sheffield, Murray is an accountant by training and a member of 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants. He worked at global firms PwC and Morgan Stanley 
before redirecting his focus to the food and hospitality industry, where he served as the di-
rector at a catering company and, later, the director of a specialist, wholesale fishmonger.
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Scott Metzner

Metzner is the founder of Janus, a property development company dedicated to the pursuit 
of innovative solutions in tackling complicated issues in urban development. He was one 
of the earliest developers involved in Harlem’s current rebirth, matching for-profit develop-
ment with public policy and community initiatives and goals. Prior to his New York projects, 
Metzner was active in national real estate markets and international master-planning and 
re-zoning of the largest capital markets through leadership positions at Eastdil Realty, Rose-
land Property Company and Daiwa Securities America. He serves on the Executive Com-
mittee of the board of Phipps Houses (New York’s largest affordable housing developer/ 
owner, is a member of the board on Phipps Neighbourhoods and is Co-Chair of the board 
of the Tenement Museum. He received an MBA from Columbia University and BArch from 
the University of Maryland. Metzner has been featured in the Wall Street Journal, the NY Real 
Estate Journal and the Commercial Observer. 

Simon Sylvester-Chaudhuri

As the co-founder and executive director of CIV: LAB, a global platform fostering urban 
innovation, Chaudhuri is well-versed in the conversation surrounding Smart Cities and sus-
tainable urban development. He graduated with honours in Economics and Philosophy 
and with Distinction in his MSc in Renewable Energy Investment. Chaudhuri received NYU’s 
Green Grant Award while serving as an O’Mara Energy fellow at NYU’s Centre for Global 
Affairs. Chaudhuri is also the co-creator and producer of Smart Cities NYC, a renowned 
annual conference, where innovators, entrepreneurs and educators exchange ideas with 
a view to the development of liveable cities. Chaudhuri is currently an adjunct professor at 
NYU’s Centre for Global Affairs, an appointed member of the Brooklyn Innovation Council, a 
mentor at Dreamit Ventures and a member of the Imperial College Business School’s Global 
MBA programme.

Tom Mockridge

A Natural Sciences graduate from Cambridge University, Mockridge is the current Commer-
cial Director at Paper Round Group, an environmentally sustainable company specializing 
in commercial recycling. Having started as the company’s very first employee and later 
becoming one of its non-executive directors, he now maintains the growth trajectory of the 
business through a well-rounded understanding of its operational aspects and optimal team 
structuring and management. 

Toon Haverals

Haverals is the CEO of L.I.F.E. (Living in Funky Environments), an innovative real estate devel-
opment company, which seeks to impact the way cities create unique architecture, spe-
cialised interiors and individualised design. As a civil engineering graduate with a master’s in 
Real Estate Management, Haverals has many years of experience in property development. 
He has worked as a Project Manager at Extensa Group, as Chief Development Officer and 
Head of Project Development at Home Invest Belgium and as the owner and managing 
director of HIRES Consult. 




